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* Mary's Chapel, Edinburgh, Sept. 9. 1777. 
SIR, Tue. 
„ E Have read the letter you have addreſſed to our Preſes in 2 
the news- papers, and are now to anſwer it through 
5 the only channel of conveyance which you have cho- 
ſen to him. | | 8 

The concluſions you endeavour to draw from our minutes, and 
the motives you aſſign to them, you muſt allow us to place in a 
very oppoſite, and, we think, a much juſter point of view. For- 
give us for juſt obſerving, that, if you confider yourſelf called 
upon to vindicate Sir Laurence Pundas's conduct, we make large 
allowances for all the anxiety and feelings you expreſs. 

Your father, Sir Lawrence, was elected our Repreſentative in 
Parliament in the year 1768, when there were ſeveral friends of 
the late member (Mr Couts) in the Merchant part of the Council : 
The Trades were unanimous in Sir Laurence's favour; but your 
father ſoon made them ſenſible, that he did not put the proper 
value upon the honour they had conferred. Negligent about the 
ſentiments of his conſtituents, he never reſided amongſt them, 
and truſted the care of his intereſts in the place to a narrow- 
limited few, without giving himſelf the trouble to enquire whe- 
ther their domination was agreeable to the Citizens, or even their 
characters reſpeRable enough to preſerve any degree of popularity 
amongſt them. 

Excepting the Mortmain Bill, which he ſhamefully overlooked, 
lackily for your father, no buſineſs of much importance, to the 
intereſts of the City, occurred, during the firſt Parliament ; and 
he was again elected, a relation of your own being then in the 
chair, who, with ſome of his friends that filled other offices in 
Council, had rendered themſelves rather more popular than thoſe - 
who were conſidered as the leading men of Sir Laurence's party. 
The Citizens were pleaſed to ſee theſe gentlemen continuing in the 
ſame line of conduct, and your father's intereſt was daily regain- 
ing the ground it had loſt; but his old partiſans viewed them 
with a jealous eye. Afraid of loſing the influence they had ſo long 
poſſeſſed, they endeavoured, by the moſt infidious arts, to under- 
mine the Provoſt and his friends ; and, laſt year, not many weeks 
before the elections, things came to an open rupture, in which 
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two thirds of the Council appeared upon theProyoft's fie 


e, and, We 
may ſay, the univerſal approbation of the City, i 
Sir Laurence, at this time, was daily expected; and the Citizens, 
in ſuſpenſe, waited with impatience the reſult of his arrival. He 
came. With aſtoniſhment they ſaw him keenly join the minori 
in Council, and, with indignation, ſoon beheld the effects of his 
influence. Engagements were broken, characters ſet aſide, and 
common decency trampled under foot; and the reſtriction im 
fed upon the freedom of our election of Deacons, at all times ſuffi- 
ciently odious, we were now made to feel in a degree more humĩ- 
lating than ever. 8 | „ | 
When we ſaw ſuch meaſures followed out by the very men 
whom your father perfonally and openly fupported ; when, in 
conſequence of thefe meaſures, the Trades were made to feel the 
 ſevereſt political injuries, of which they had ever occaſion to com- 
plain, Was it natural for them to conſult the perſon who, they 
plainly ſaw, was the author of them, or to inform him of tlie 
meaſures they propoſed to take to prevent the like for the future? 
If they had to expect any friendfhip from him, it could only be 
ſhown by his preventing oppoſition to theſe meaſures which the 
whole body of Trades had determined to purſue; and, from 
what they had ſeen, they could not doubt that it was in his power 
to have prevented it. R FH 
Had we beheld your father ſtand neuter in the conteſt, at laſt 
Michaelmas, wrhich, to uſe your own words, {temed ** a mea- 
&* ſure recommended to him by its natural propriety,” we might 
now ſuppoſe, that he has taken no active concern in the preſent: 
conteſt, OTE, 15 | | 
We do not perceive how it ſhould be illiberal to ſay, that any 
of the Members of the Town Council of Edinburgh are the friends 
of Sir Laurence Dundas. That ſome of them are his dependents, 
a late Magiſtrate has not been afhamed to avow in print. Had 
your father always maintained that impartiality which you ſo- 
fondly aſcribe to him, then, indeed, he would have had reaſon. 
not to look upon one ſet of men to be more his friends than 
another.“ | 
Sir Laurence Dundas had reaſon to conſider the Trades of 
Edinburgh as his beſt friends. He had experienced their ſupport, 
and they had reaſon, on their part, to expect ſentiments of grati- 
tude and regard in him; but they muſt look. upon general pro- 
f feſſions 


as coming too late, after the part ke took at 
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N laſt 1 
We have examined, with the utmoſt impartiality, what we have 


done; and we ſee no reaſon to alter the ſentiments we have ex- 


preſled. We would requeſt of you and your: father, that you 
would likewiſe examine your conduct with impartiality ; and, for 

that * we beg n to ſuggeſt to 8 the following que 
' ſions 2 

By whoſe influence: was à former and a preſent Magiſtrate i in- 
duced to break through the voluntary engagements they had come 
under, and to deſert thoſe with whom they had cloſely connected 
themſelves before laſt Michaelmas + and what were-the means ny 
to bring that about? 

- By what means was one of laſt year's Deacons prevailed o 

to break through the moſt ſolemn promiſes, and ſtrongeſt en- 
—— ; and who rea perſon _ 2 to him for chae 
ſe? 

7 Bp whoſe influence did it happen, 4 eſpectable and worthy 
men, who were choſen repreſentatives of the Incorporations, as 
their Deacons, and particularly the preſent Convener, were over. 
looked, nay diſgraced, while the priſon. was ranſacked to find a 
man to be elected an Ordinary Council Deacon? 

Who are the perſons that interfered in the election of - 
vener, and prevailed on the Deacon of the Maſons to break 
through the moſt ſolemn and public engagements to his whole 
conſtituents as to that election; and what were the means, uſed to 
bring this about? 

Who were the active perſons who endeavoured to influence, 
© er ſolicited Provoſt Stodart's friends to break their engagements to 
each other previous to laſt elections? 

Can Sir Laurence Dundas anſwer theſe queries, and flatter dia- 
ſelf, that the Citizens of Edinburgh are united in his intereſt, or 
that he has any title to the favour of the honeſt and independent 
Citizens? Has he not reaſon to repent” his following the advice 
of a few pretended friends, who knew that their conduct had 
blaſted their own popularity; and that it muſt have the ſame: 
effect on his, if he adhered to them? Was not this foretold ? Has 
he not felt it? Are they not (though at the laſt gaſp of their do- 
minion) till flattering and impoſing upon him? Is he not ſtill gi-- 


ving credit to them? Have not the Trades, therefore, reaſon, at. 
leaſt, 


leaſt, to ſuſpect, that y: 15 unitec ien the: pre mace” | 
all their deſperate meaſures, in oppoſition to the reaſona 
lawful defire of the Trades, to free themſelves from being ſlaves to 
the twelve friends or dependents of the City Member ? 
We are forry to inform you, Sir, that our conſtituents, the 


Trades of Edinburgh, have been greatly diſappointed in their ex- 


pectations from the election of Sir Laurence Dundas as Member of 
Parliament for the City. They hoped, that being the ſon of a 
burgeſs of Edinburgh, and himſelf for ſome time a trader in the 
City, he would have ſtudied the intereſt of the Citizens, and pro- 
moted it to the utmoſt : That he would have uſed the influence he 
was poſſeſſed of to put the beſt and worthieſt of the Citizens in- 


to places of honour and truſt; and that he would have conſulted 


the inclinations, and informed himſelf of the wiſhes of the inha- 


bitants. But they have ſeen him altogether inattentive to the in- 


| tereſt of the City; they have ſeen him uſing the influence he was 
poſſeſſed of to deprive the beſt and worthieſt of the Citizens of 
their ſeats in Council, and of an opportunity of ſerving the com- 
munity; and they have experienced him diſtant and inacceſſible, 
fo that they had no opportunity of explaining to him either their 
inclinations or their wiſhes, | | | | 

Signed in our preſence by our Preſes, and unanimouſly ap- 

pointed to be inſerted in all the Edinburgh news-papers, 
| (Signed) JOHN LINDSAY, Preſes. 


To THoMAsS Dunpas of Caftlecary, Eſq; 
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